Friday 3rd July 2020
Dear parents and carers,
It's been another fantastic week with over 80 children now attending each day. I have really enjoyed seeing
what the children have been doing in their 'bubbles'. Miss Hoodlass has been really impressed with the
writing produced by her group this week and Miss Jordan has really enjoyed her Zoom lessons with year 5.
Well done to all the children who are logging into Zoom for their lessons.
You will receive your child's report by the end of this week along with a letter informing you of staffing for
next year. If you want to discuss you child's report with the class teacher, you will need to book a meeting
through the online booking system. Over the next few weeks, transition videos and zoom sessions will take
place for current teachers to say goodbye and new teachers to welcome their new classes. The pastoral
team have also been calling families to check in on children and deal with any queries you may have.
We are now starting to plan for next year and are waiting on the government to issue guidance to us
regarding the full reopening of schools in September. We know the end of the year is not going to be the
same for parents, pupils and staff but we will try and mark it and celebrate all that we have achieved this
year.
The school continues to move forward and go from strength to strength and that is all down to our
wonderful pupils, supportive parents and dedicated staff.
Stay safe
Mrs Hussain
The Summer Reading Challenge
The Summer Reading Challenge, presented by The Reading Agency, is delivered in partnership with public libraries
and funded by Arts Council England. The Challenge encourages children aged 4 to 11 to enjoy the benefits of
reading for pleasure over the summer holidays, providing lots of fun as well as preventing the summer reading ‘dip’.
This year, the Summer Reading Challenge’s Silly Squad will celebrate funny books, happiness and laughter. Children
taking part in the Challenge will join the Silly Squad, an adventurous team of animals who love to have a laugh and
get stuck into all sorts of funny books!
The 2020 Challenge features bespoke artwork from award-winning children’s author and illustrator Laura Ellen
Anderson (Amelia Fang; Evil Emperor Penguin; I Don’t Want Curly Hair).
With the disruption caused by Covid-19 and the impact of social distancing on schools and public libraries, the 2020
Challenge will launch in a new digital format designed to keep children engaged and interested in reading. It will
support parents and carers with children already at home, offer schools exciting ways to animate remote learning,
and provide great content for those back in the classroom. Many wonderful partners are supporting the Challenge
this year to help us reach even more children than ever. The Challenge will run from 5 June to mid-September.
The Summer Reading Challenge website is free to access and features games, quizzes and downloadable activities
that incentivise and encourage children to take part in reading related activities. Although public library buildings are
closed, libraries will continue to deliver the Challenge through virtual services and e-lending platforms.
With school life disrupted and many children missing the company of their friends, this year’s fun-filled
Challenge will be all the more vital as a way of helping parents and carers find fun, family-friendly activities,
maintain literacy levels and create a safe space for children to connect with their peers.
Here is the link to create/login to a Calderdale library account:
https://www.calderdale.gov.uk/v2/residents/leisure-and-culture/libraries/join-library
Beech Hill School
Mount Pleasant Avenue
Halifax
HX1 5TN
Tel: 01422 345004
Website: www.beechhillschool.co.uk

Nursery Bubble

This week Nursery have enjoyed practising forming some numbers and listening to 'Ten Town' songs
and stories. We have enjoyed doing activities such as 'squiggle whilst you wiggle', 'dough disco' and
animal mask painting.

Reception Bubbles
We have had another fantastic week in school with Reception. The children are settled and enjoying
spending time with peers in their bubble. This week we have completed lots of Jigsaw lessons and
discussed what has been happening around us and how to keep ourselves safe at home and in school.
We have been learning about reptiles and completed lots of fun activities including; mixing colours to
paint a reptile, drawing reptiles and writing about a crocodile. We have continued learning how to
balance on a bike and our confidence has begun to grow.

Year 1 Bubbles
This week we have had a science focus and have been learning all about the seasons and plants. We
have created some lovely seasonal tree artwork to show what happens to trees throughout the year.
We learnt all about the different parts of a plant and recreated one using arts and craft materials.
We then learnt what plants need to survive and conducted a science experiment to see if cress seeds
grow better in cotton wool or soil. We will compare the results after a week! Why don’t you try it at
home too?

Year 4 Bubbles
It has been another fantastic week in the Year 4 bubbles.
In Maths we have been revising key bits of learning from
earlier in the year. We have also been learning to use
Tangrams, an ancient Chinese puzzle that tasks the children
to make a variety of patterns and silhouettes out of 7 shapes.
The children really enjoyed trying to crack these puzzles! In
English, they have also been working towards writing a small
description based around a short film we have been watching
in class.
In music we’ve continued to practice playing the glockenspiel
and reading musical notation. We played a slightly more
complex tune this week using C-D-E-F and G! Following on
from last week’s successful arts and crafts projects, we’ve
now all painted the clay faces we created last week! We have
also designed and made sporty mascots using cardboard,
googly eyes and pipe cleaners. Some of the designs the
children came up with were extremely creative!
Despite the weather taking a turn for
the worst, the children have still
enjoyed their time spent in Forest
School this week with their classmates!
This week was so much fun and the
children have impressed us all with how
hard they have worked.
See you all next week!

Leaderboard for the last 7 days
These are the 5 children with the
most correct answers on Numbots in
the last week! Well done!
1.
Sai Podapati
2.
Abdallah Al-Ali
3.
Dyuati Devineni
4.
Usman Ali
5.
Sohan Kodidasu
Verd De Gris
Hi, my name is Sharon and I have a creative arts
company called verd de gris arts. We create
projects with all kinds of people. We’ve done many
projects with Beech Hill School and worked with
some of your wonderful children and parents.
I’ve put the link in for one of my sessions, see
below:
https://vimeo.com/422724489
These sessions are designed to help people through
this strange time - I suppose you would call them
‘well being’ sessions. Using creativity to help calm
and support people. What’s been great is people
that I’ve never met have been doing the sessions,
which is really lovely.

Leaderboard for the last 7 days
These are the 5 children with the most
correct answers on TTRockstars in the last
week! Well done!
1.
Chakrika Valluru
2.
Samee Hussain
3.
Ayaan Khan
4.
Sohana Podapati
5.
Bilal Khalid
Why is reading important for children?
1. Reading exercises our brain
2. Reading improves concentration
3. Reading teaches children about the world around
them
4. Reading improves vocabulary and language skills
5. Reading develops a child's imagination
6. Reading helps children to develop
empathy
7. Reading is a fun!

1. Children who read often and widely

Mrs Bowling’s Quiz!

Quiz answer for last week

Book recommendation
Mr Batley: How to tr ain your dr agon by Cr essida
Cowell
Audible version : https://www.amazon.co.uk/How-toTrain-Your-Dragon/dp/B003IQHQ1O
Name: Miss Holmes
Class: Reception

Favourites

Film: School of Rock! This
film makes me laugh every
time, and I always sing along.
Did you always want to be a teacher?
When I was younger my dream was to be in the Spice Girls, but then I
quickly released that I couldn’t sing or dance, so that was never going to
happen! My earliest memory of wanting to be a teacher was role-playing
teachers at school with my friends. I would love pretending to take the
register and making my friends sit on the ‘naughty step’.
If you could travel anywhere, where would you go?
I would love to visit Tokyo and Osaka in Japan, and I am hoping to travel
there in 2022. I’m excited to explore the unique mix of culture and history,
and not to forget the amazing food!
Who inspires you and why?
I am incredibly inspired by Malala Yousafzai. As a child, Malala spoke out
for the rights of all girls in Pakistan to have an education. At 14 years old,
she was shot by the Taliban for this very reason. When Malala made a
miraculous recovery, she was even more motivated to continue her activism,
and fiercely determined to make change for girls around the world, she set
up the Malala Fund. Now, at just 21 years old, she has been recognised for
a host of incredible accomplishments.

Children’s Books: Anyone who
has been in my class will know
that my favorite book is
‘Shhh!’ by Sally Grindley. It’s
about a journey through a
giant's castle.
Hobby: Walking and spending
time in nature
Subject: Geography
Food: Japanese food, I love
noodles, rice and tofu!
Drink: Freshly squeezed
orange juice
Season: Autumn, I love the
beautiful colours of the
changing leaves.

Beech Hill School
School Term Dates 2020/21
No. of School Days
2020 Autumn Term

Re Opens

Tuesday 1st September

Half Term

Closes
Re Opens

Friday 16th October
Monday 2nd November

Closes

Friday 18th December

2021 Spring Term

Re Opens

Monday 4th January

Half Term

Closes
Re Opens

Friday 12th February
Monday 22nd February

Closes

Thursday 1st April

Re Opens

Monday 19th April

Closes

Monday 3rd May

Closes
Re Opens

Friday 21st May
Monday 7th June

Closes

Tuesday 27th July

Christmas

Easter
2021 Summer Term
May Day
Half Term/Training
Week
Mid-Summer

69

59

62+5 Training Days

195

