Friday 29th January 2021
As we now come to the end of the fourth week of lockdown, I just wanted to thank you for all your support with
ensuring the pupils are learning at home. We now seem to be in a routine with the home learning and work packs.
Please do not feel disheartened if your child does not manage to complete all the work. We appreciate that some of
you will also be working from home and, as a working parent, I do know it can be quite challenging to manage your own
as well as your child's work. Please encourage the children to log on to the zoom lessons where the teachers will give
them input and support. The live zoom lessons are a maximum of half an hour. This is to ensure we are able to keep
children engaged and learning. Recommendations from Ofsted are that lesson input should be short to keep children
engaged and cover previous learning as well as build in some new learning. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you
need any help with your child's learning, using Seesaw or are having any problems with the work. If you haven't
received a work pack and would like one, then please let us know.
Earlier this week we sent out a parent survey on Seesaw. Thank you to all of you who have completed it. Following
the results, we have decided to make some changes to further improve our provision. Please refer to your child's
timetable to see what lessons they have each day.

Nursery will be doing an interactive story-time session for small groups of pupils.
Teachers will remain on Zoom for a further 5-10mins following the lesson to support pupils if they have any
questions or need help. Following this, if your child is still struggling to understand, then please contact the class
teacher via Seesaw.
There is a reasonable gap between lessons so that children have time to complete the work but if this is not
practical for you, then the work can be completed at a later time in the day.
We also received some really positive comments which I have shared with staff. I appreciate you taking time to
send these comments; it has been a real boost for our staff to have their hard work and commitment recognised.
I will finish with sharing some of your comments around what you feel the school has done well during the school
closure period:
“The teachers have done well preparing for online classes.”
“Keeping up with learning everyday on a timetable has given routine to my children which they needed - thank
you.”
“School support is very good and managing the activities very well.”
“Kept parents informed of what’s happening. Been organised in terms of work packs and zoom lessons.”
“The things they have done in this short period is really remarkable and appreciated.”
“Well organised - good consideration of both staff and students. Thoughtful communication to parents.”
“Good regular contact from teachers and teaching assistants via telephone / Seesaw inbox.”
“Teachers and staff were very quick in picking up things to set up a learning atmosphere, work packs
distribution and run the learning without interruption.”
“Keeping parents informed and updated and had work ready and accessible. Great work.”
“I think the school has done a wonderful job in keeping the children engaged with their learning in this
difficult time.”
Mrs Hussain

Mental Health Week — 1st February to 5th February
Next week is Children’s Mental Health Week and we will be
celebrating both in school and at home.

There will be an assembly on Monday to introduce the week and on
Wednesday it will be ‘Wellbeing Wednesday’. Keep your eyes peeled
for more information. Next Friday, we are having
‘Dress to Express’ where children in school and at home can dress
in something that expresses themselves.
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Reception

Year 1

This week we have been learning all
about number 7. We have made
rainbows with 7 colours and practised
writing the number 7. We have also
been finding objects that represent 7.

Another fantastic week
in year 1. The children
have continued to access
lots of home learning
and lots of children have
begun to use Epic to
In Literacy we have been thinking
read many exciting
about the setting in our story 'Handa's stories.
Surprise'. We have learnt that Handa
It has been great to see
lives in Kenya and that we live in
so many children at
Halifax. We have noticed lots of
differences between Halifax and Kenya. home and in school
complete a story retell
for ‘Funnybones’.
Our home learners this
week have continued to
This week the children
learn about the story
in school have been
‘Handa's Surprise’. Children
working with Mr Bullock
have been looking at the
– he is the school’s
local area and comparing it
artist in residence. Take
to Kenya where Handa
a look at some of the
lives. Lots of children went
amazing pieces of art
out and about for their 1
the children have
hour of daily exercise to see what they could spot in
created in the style of
the local area.
Andy Warhol.

Year 2

Year 3
Year 3 have enjoyed
performance poetry on
dinosaurs this week. They
used actions and
intonation to really bring
the poems to life!

This week in year 2 we have been doing some
work with colour mixing and created a
portrait of a cow.
Take a look at our fantastic pieces below!

Year 4

Year 5

Year 4 have continued working super hard in
school and at home this week!
Miss Walker has been really impressed with
the standards of work being submitted on
Seesaw and Miss Gledhill has enjoyed working
with our children in school.
We have continued our focus on Antarctica
and have been learning about contour lines on
maps in Geography to see the elevation levels
of the ice there.

In year 5 this week, we
had an amazing Jigsaw
lesson. We thought about
our dream job. We
researched the job
description, main duties,
salary and qualifications
needed. We made plans
and thought carefully
about the steps we need
to take to become
successful! Have a look on
Seesaw.

Year 6
This week we have seen some fantastic work yet again from the
children who are at home and the children who are in school. We have
seen a record number of children attending the Zoom lessons and
really engaging in the work sent on Seesaw too- our current record is
43 children in a Zoom lesson! We have been writing a warning letter in
English, learning about area and
perimeter in maths, looking at our own
birth weight and comparing it against
other children in year 6 and nationally
in science and we located the 'seven
summits' and lots of mountain ranges
in geography. Well done to everyone
who has completed some super work
this week! Keep it up Year 6!!

Chick Experience - Update
We've had a very 'eggciting' week with the
arrival of the chicks!
10 eggs arrived on Monday and were kept in
the incubator until they were ready to
hatch.
On Tuesday evening at around 5pm we had
our first little hatchling! From then we had a
further 7 more on Wednesday and the full
total of 10 by Thursday - 4 females and 6
males - and they have been cheeping away in
class Jordan ever since! We will keep you
posted on Seesaw with daily updates as they
will be spending the weekend with Mrs
Bowling and her family.

Nursery

2 Year Olds
This week we have
been learning how to
follow tracks, using
the key words zig
zag, wavy and
straight. The
children used lots of
different ideas to
make and follow
them. We used
ourselves, vehicles,
natural objects and
farm animals.

This week in nursery we have been
reading the story 'Duck in the Truck'.
The children have enjoyed accessing
the playdough area where they
explored the different texture of the
playdough and were able to use animals
to act out the story.

Great news Beech Hill!
Epic – a leading digital reading
platform – is now available for all
children during lockdown and it’s
completely free!
There is so much to find on there; a
collection of more than 40,000
popular and high-quality books. Not
only that but they’re beautifully
illustrated and the site is easy to
navigate

Teachers will also be able to assign
books to pupils as well as share book
collections. Epic School is available on
iPads, iPhones, Android devices and
any laptop or computer.
Your child’s class teacher has put
detailed instructions on Seesaw for
you to access your child’s account
at home. If you need any support,
please contact your child’s class
teacher via Seesaw.

We have also looked at books and objects big and
small and enjoyed a painting activity using big
wellies and small feet.

Lockdown Tips with the Learning Mentors!
Healthy Eating

Sleep

As we continue to live throughout another
lockdown, it is essential that we eat as
healthily as possible.
Here are some tips to help you achieve a
balanced diet:
Eat 5 portions of a variety of fruit and
vegetables every day.
Base your meals on potatoes, bread, rice,
pasta or other starchy carbohydrates –
choose wholegrain or higher fibre where
possible.
Have some dairy or dairy alternatives, such
as soya drinks and yoghurts - try and choose
lower-fat and lower-sugar options.
Eat beans, pulses, fish, eggs, meat and
other proteins like chicken.
Choose unsaturated oils and spreads and eat
them in small amounts.
Drink plenty of fluids – the recommendation
is 6 to 8 glasses a day.
If you are having foods and drinks that are
high in fat, salt and sugar, have these less
often and in small amounts.
Try to choose a variety of different foods
from the 4 main food groups.
Mr Hussain

Routines help children feel safe, so where
possible try and maintain a normal routine.
Develop a daily timetable to keep some family
structure around the same mealtimes, school
work, exercise and sleeping.
Mrs Lee

