BEECH HILL NEWS

Friday 28th March

Eid Mubarak

Eid Mubarak to all our Muslim families! We will be having class parties to
celebrate and children can come in non-uniform on this day. Final details
for parties will be sent out on Seesaw once we know when Eid will fall.

Please note that school will be open all week. If Eid falls on a school day,
then children celebrating can have this day off. For any children not
celebrating Eid next week, we will see you all as normal.

Dear Parents/Carers

Important Update on Free School Meals — Action Required Before 28 March 2025

We want to remind you about an important change to Free School Meal (FSM) eligibility rules
coming into effect from 1 April 2025. Currently, children who qualify for FSM are protected for a set
period, even if their family’s circumstances change. However, from 1 April 2025, this transitional
protection will end. This means that:
¢ Any child already receiving FSM before this date will continue to receive them until they
finish their current phase of education (i.e. primary or secondary school).
¢ Any new applications from 1 April 2025 onwards will be subject to regular checks, and
eligibility may change if financial circumstances improve.

What This Means for You

If your child already receives FSM, there is no change until they finish their current school phase.

If your child is not currently receiving FSM but may be eligible, we strongly encourage you to apply
before 28 March 2025. Any application approved before this date will secure FSM under the current
protection rules.

What You Need to Do

+ Check if you are eligible — FSM is available to families receiving certain benefits.
« Apply before 28 March 2025 to ensure your child’s eligibility is protected.

+ Submit your application online - Apply for FSM.

If you have any questions or need help applying, please contact the school office.
Yours faithfully
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Mrs S Bowling and Mrs S Cockroft
Co-Headteachers
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Oqgie the Dinosaur

Last week, we welcomed a very special new addition to Beech Hill
School.

Oggie the dinosaur first started life floating in the middle of
Ogden Reservoir but Yorkshire Water advised the Friends of
Ogden Water group that he needed to be removed. Oggie was put
up for sale on Ebay and Kershaw's Garden Centre in Brighouse
bought him for £500. He has lived happily in the garden centre for
many years, bringing joy to all the people who visited him. Sadly,
due to space and a lack of time to maintain, Kershaw's started
looking for Oggie's new home. Mrs Mead saw the post on Facebook = :
and contacted them about the possibility of him coming to Beech Hill -
School. Thankfully, with help from the community, we managed to
find transport big enough to collect Oggie who is a whopping 4
metres in length.

Oggie will live in Forest School and once Mr Rathore has made him
secure we will be able to clean him up and the children will be able to
repaint him.

Thank you to Kershaw's Garden Centre for their generosity and
thank you to Ajmal Hussain and Mr Rathore for taking time out of
their busy schedule to collect Oggie.

*Important Information*

Please be advised that school will finish at 1:10pm on Tuesday 8th April to all children so
please ensure you make arrangements to collect your child at this time.

In addition, we must inform you that there will be no Monday to Thursday after school
clubs next week (w/c 31st March) or on Monday 7th April.

We apologise for any inconvenience and if parents are struggling to arrange childcare, they
can contact the office.




TTRS Winners

Year 2 - Aairah-Noor A (Switzerland)
Year 3 - Vivaan M (Jordan)
Year 4 - Adwaith C (Australia)
Year 5 - Diamond A (Denmark)
Year 6 - Nirvigna K (Tanzania)

Class with the highest accuracy
Egypt (96.42 %)

Attendance o Calderdale Libraries
Update Halifax 1
(17.03.2025 to EE:EE Once again, Calderdale Libraries will be hosting
21.03.2025) Nz e lots of events over the Easter holidays. For
K Wales more information about all of their events and
LGSTT wee ,}?‘r‘rlendance Scoliand to book tickets, please follow the below link:
meT our schoo Switzerland
i 9 Jord . .
exPet.:‘ra‘nons of 967%. Cm a:; Calderdale Libraries - Easter Events
This is absolutely Mi:‘i’ma _
fantastic - please Morocco % o \ Easter Holidays
=% ¥ at the
keep up the hard South Africa (’ﬁ:)EaSteartT%hdays ; ybtfbrarv
i st Library 2§
Worlk! Ausfralia )
France Easter Escope Room Mmry_\\”“A/‘\,\I'::::,;::I:‘V A gtenct
- Solve the clues to escape Lotedkids
H S vitable for 7 years +
Congr'a‘rula‘rlons o DII'IgaDD;E CenfrofLibt;‘ory ZJynd Archives
l l d enmar Monday 7th April
class Scotlan for Tanzania 1015-1
having the highest Egypt i 1
attendance overall. Totals e i

Neurodiversity Celebration Week

Last week in school we were celebrating Neurodiversity week.

The children completed different activities within their class
and to finish the week we hosted a coffee morning for parents §
and their children to attend. I+ was wonderful to welcome so
many parents into school to celebrate the strengths and
talents of neurodivergent individuals.
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Reception Trip to the Farm

Reception had a fantastic trip to the farm on Wednesday. The
sun was shining all day!

The children had so many memorable experiences such as going
on a tractor ride, feeding the farm animals by hand with carrots
and feeding lambs with milk bottles. I+ was an amazing day.

Thank you to all staff who helped and parents who kindly
contributed.

Qﬂ@ Shout Out

We would like to give a big shout out to Ilyana in year 6.

Ilyana has been working hard, donating her own time and money to the Halifax Community
Fridge. It is wonderful to see our pupils displaying our school values not only in school but
at home too.

Well done Ilyana!

j Halifax Community Fridge Let’'s all follow llyana's lead and remember that even
< ‘f._ ’ 5h- 6 RS small actions can have a huge impact on the lives of
others. Keep up the amazing work, llyana! You're a true
We want to take a moment to celebrate the incredible inspiration!

generosity of llyana Najib, a young soul who has been
making a massive impact in our local community. Over
the last few years, llyana has consistently saved up her
money and donated it to The Halifax Community Fridge
to help those in need. @

Her dedication to giving back is truly inspiring,
especially at such a young age. llyana’s actions are a
reflection of the values instilled in her by her father,
llyas Najib, who also leads by example when it comes
to supporting the community.

Through her selfless donations, llyana is helping
ensure that families in need have access to fresh food
and essentials every week.

Her contributions not only provide nourishment but
also show that you’re never too young to make a big
difference in the world.

llyana is setting a brilliant example of kindness,
compassion, and social responsibility, and we couldn’t
be more proud of her! &

Let’s all follow llyana's lead and remember that even
small actions can have a huge impact on the lives of
others. Keep up the amazing work, llyana! You're a true
inspiration!




Refugee support in Jordan
It was wonderful to welcome our parent governor, Khizra Khan, back into school on Monday
this week to share her experiences of helping to distribute aid to those who need it,
including food and hygiene packs. Khizra was incredibly impressed and extremely grateful
for the donation she received from the Beech Hill School community which came to £1230!
The children really enjoyed hearing her talk about how she supported the families who are
refugees, especially the children. Year 3 were particularly delighted to see their letters
and gifts being shared with the children in Jordan. Thank you very much to Khizra for
giving up her time to come to tell us about such a worthwhile cause. Well done on being
part of making such a difference and encouraging the Beech Hill children to think about
how they can have a positive influence on others at all times.
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HEALTHY HOLIDAYS CALDERDALE SPRING PROGRAMME
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Join us for a fun-filled event for the whole family!
The Outback Spring Family Festival will feature arts and crafts, nature trails,
gardening activities, face painting, henna, music and delicious food.

It's the perfect way to welcome Spring with family and friends!
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The event is free, but tickets are required. Please scan the QR code to get your free 5 - ;) = o - & =
tickets from Eventbrite. Alternatively, you can collect a free ticket from Hanson YW B/ vf, L e— S —~ s

Lane Enterprise Centre Reception or Jubilee Family Hub reception.
Book your place now to join the Healthy Holidays Calderdale fun, taking place
The Outback Community Kitchen and Garden, Lightowler Road, Halifax, HX1SNB this Spring across Calderdale

For more information, please contact Sarah Waddington on 01422 342552 or To book $8h the OR codé oF Visi: i lid AT

a2, by email sarah.waddington@regen.org.uk &
oS For more information on Healthy Holidays Calderdale and SCAN
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Twitter: @HAFCalderdale E]_

MACMILLAN Website: www.calderdale.gov.uk/healthyholidays
CANCER SUPPORT Email: healthyholidaysi@calderdale.gov.uk

please contact E.‘ GE'
Dinner Menu w/c 31st March 2025

Facebook: @HealthyHolidaysCalderdale %
If you require an allergy list please email kitchen@beechhillschool.co.uk

3 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Homemade Lasagne Homemade Chicken Pie :
= 5, 10 X " 5, 10, 12 Pizza
Chicken Nuggets Fish Fingers 5 10
-.g_ S Southern Fried =0 Chicken Sausages
) Chicken Poppers 5, 8 5
g Homemade Sweet v e
+ Potato & Chickpea omemade Creamy
2 Vegefabl; F;%sfa Bake Quorn Nuggets Carry pe Vegan Rolls Sicicoli Pasta
: ¥ o 5, 10
Rice 2
8 Ziggy Fries Potato Wedges Potato Puffs Roast Potatoes Potato Cubes 5
g Beans Mixed Veg Sweetcorn Carrots Beans
>§' Sweetcorn Peas Broccoli Cauliflower Peas
= Jacket Potatoes with various fillings
a8 Salad Bar
.g Selection of Sandwiches
3 Allergies for the daily items available on request
Ti le Sponge 5, 10 | Sponge
Sweet Waffles —— 512 2449 Parkin Checo 1? 12 % Assorted Fresh Baking
£ 4,5, 10, 12 5, 10, 12 ¢ 5, 10, 12
3 Custard 10 Custard 10
3 Chocolate Swirls Assortadi Blactfts Cheesecake Vanilla Ice Cream
10 5, 10, 12 5, 10 Jelly 10




National Online Safe Weekly Informatio

At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-oppropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental heaith and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationaicollege.com.
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While Bluesky has been around since 2018, it's suddenly taken off in a big way thanks to a
significant exodus from X (formerly Twitter). Indeed, it looks and behaves a lot like Twitter before
Elon Musk bought the platform. Bluesky has been touted in recent months as a safer, more

WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?

8 NO PRIVATE

open-minded alternative to X - but like any social media site, it still has its share of risks.
ACCOUNTS

L e
While most social networks allow

DANGEROUS
accounts to be private, at the time of

writing, all Bluesky accounts must be

public. The pment team has

this might change in the future, but the app is
buiit on a public-first protocol. If private
accounts are ever introduced, it may only be in
a limited way - such as through the
implementation of group chats,

7 b
INTERACTIONS WITH
STRANGERS

Every account being public means that
anyone can be contacted by anyone else,
While users don't have to respond and can
easily block people and move on, it does mean
that youngsters are at particular risk of being
conned by by pi 4
adults or exposed to o(hns wllh Il intentions.
These hazards can be compounded by the foct
that Bluesky doesn’t require its users to provide
their real name.

TROLLING AND
BULLYING

While Bluesky currently feeis a lot friendlier than
X seerms to have become, its lack of private
accounts means that there's nothing to stop
users from trolling and cyberbullying younger
people. While accounts can be blocked and
reported, a persistent bully could simply create
a new profile, potentially making their victims
feel unsafe in continuing to use the app.

a MISINFORMATION

nows have
fact-checking and -diﬂng processes, but
social have no such and
can often serve as breeding grounds for

mation and Bluesky will
P y be no diffs once it a
certain size, and children may not have the
critical thinking skills to tell foct from fiction - or
to discern an Informative, honest user from o

malicious one.
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ky isn‘t ig with inmind,

and thore aren’t many parental controls on the
platform. In an interview with the BBC, Bluesky’s
CEO originally said that the app would only
allow users aged 18 ond above to sign up, buta
spokesperson |ater clarified its agoe restriction
as 13+, This could imply the app was originally
meant for an adult audience and suggests thot
making the platform more child-friendly might
not currently be a priority,

RAPID GROWTH

At the time of writing, Bluesky seems

calm in comparison with other soclal

networks where moderation is lox and the

atmosphere toxic ~ but that's due ot least in

part to its smaller community, The app has

recently been adding as many as o million users

per day, and if that continues, therell be more

unpleasant users to handle, and moderators

could ggle to maintain the
luesky is

ADULT TARGET
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y known for.
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> Advice for Parents cators

L )~ |
USE THE ADULT CONTENT FILTER

Bluesky doesn't have much in the way of parental controls, but thare are
cantent filters which can hide soxual and graphic iImagery. These are enabled by defoult
for underage accounts but can be manually turned on in the ‘Moderation’ section of the
opp's The' Service lets you restrict content sven

\ further, Ndhg for example ~ l'l(-humml,cmmlﬁ rhetoric, and oven rude posts.
| m—— | — —

ENCOURAGE BLOCKING AND REPORTING

tool that y uses to decent s muting
and mobtmot ywl’rommlngolpocm:uuv'o
mm,whmmu uopﬁwmhwudmyom"ocmhmuvlngmm
or bullles on the platform, encourage them to use this function, while also roporting the
to help make the platform o nicer place for everyone.
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Meet Qur Expert

Alan Martin is an experienced technology journalist who has
written for the likes of Wired, TechRadar, Tom's Guide, The
Evening Standard, The Guardian and The New Statesman.

WO S — K
LOOK OUT FOR FAKES

on all social While the are usually
to scam or groom children w protending to be a
or online p y Is unique in that it can be connected to
official domains, with users’ ‘handles Ilﬂklng wo(hum while this lsn't widely used right
now, it could be o refioble way to verify celebrities and public figures in future,
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KEEP AN OPEN DIALOGUE &

As with all social media platforms, moderation and content filters can only do so much;

It's highly likely that a child will y face y. For thot reason, it's
important to make sure that mmﬂommdmomumlmhmhmm
the technology If anything they see on the app makes them feel unsafe or uncomfortable.
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 26.03.2025




Halifax 1 - Naayel H for his amazing behaviour and confidence at the farm. Naayel was apprehensive
to feed the large animals at first, but by the end he conquered his fears and fed the lgoa‘rs, donkeys
and sheep! He also shared his carrots with his friends when they had run out. He displayed all of our
school values!

Halifax 3 - Lmar A for being exceptionally wonderful on our trip to the farm. She showed curiosity,
respect and enthusiasm throughout the day.

Northern Ireland - Zuhair A and Abdul H for persevering during assessment week and impressing
Miss Lunn, especially during their phonics assessments!

Scotland - Ematullah B-A for settling in really well to Beech Hill and working especially hard in all her
assessments this week to complete them fo the best of her ability.

Wales - Ayaan A for putting 110% effort in to all of his assessments this week!

Canada - Yahya H for following all the instructions carefully and baking some delicious soda bread
for our MasterChef Day.

Switzerland - Janvika J for her excellent effort and wonderful enthusiasm in all lessons.

Jordan - Alina A for showing perseverance in all her assessments this week and for always trying her
best in everything that she does!

Morocco - Asad B for settling into our class very well and trying hard in his assessments.

France - Junaid M for asking some really thoughtful questions during our trip to the Gurdwara this
week. Junaid showed great enthusiasm to learn about the Sikh place of worship.

Singapore - Safa A for always trying her best.

Egypt - Awwal G for a much-improved attitude to learning and taking care and pride in all he does
ahead of SATs. Keep this up Awwal!

Tanzania - Isaac A H for an imaginative newspaper article about the Gingerbread Man.

Tanzania - Aliza S for always working hard and making the right choices.
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