BEECH HILL NEWS

Friday 2nd May

Victory in Europe Day -
Thursday 8" May 2025

VE Day, or Victory in Europe Day, is celebrated
annually on May 8th to commemorate the end of World War IT in Europe.

It's a day to remember the Allied forces' victory against Nazi Germany and fo celebrate the relief
and hope that came with the end of the war.

This year, on Thursday 8™ May, we will be celebrating VE Day’s 80™ anniversary. To mark this
special occasion, we would like to invite the children to wear red, white or blue or 1940s attire.

The celebration of this significant event will give our children the opportunity to connect with the
past, celebrate peace and progress and learn about different aspects of the war.

Happy Victory in Europe
Day!

Nut-Free School

Please may we remind parents that we are a nut-free school.

We have a number of children in school with severe nut
allergies and coming into contact with nuts could be potentially
life threatening for them. It is extremely important that you
check the ingredients of any food items that you put into your
child's packed lunch to ensure that they do not contain nuts.

There are some foods that we see in packed lunches on a
regular basis including the Balconi bar in the picture. This
contains nuts so we kindly ask that you stop sending these in
and find an alternative lunch item for your child.

Thank you for your co-operation!
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TTRS Winners

Year 2 - Shrayan K (Switzerland)
Year 3 - Vivaan M (Jordan)
Year 4 - Mridini G (South Africa)
Year 5 - Musa D (Denmark)
Year 6 - Shahaam N (Tanzania)

Class with the quickest average speed per question
Tanzania (1.10 seconds)

OPAL Golden Welly Awards

We are delighted to have taken the next step on our OPAL journey and have introduced the
Golden Welly Awards in to our weekly Gold Book Assemblies. Each week, two children from
Lower School and two from Upper School, will be chosen from a pool of nominations to win a
certificate, 10 house points for themselves, 10 additional house points for their house and
the privilege of showing off the Golden Welly in their classroom for a week.

Children can be nominated by members of the OPAL Play Team for a range of reasons, such
as:
e Helping others in the playground

e Showing any of our values, such as kindness o others or perseverance when climbing the
Roktagon

e Tidying up of the equipment
e Showing respect and taking care of the equipment
e Using their imagination when playing

The list of reasons to be nominated is endless and the best part is that children can be
nominated multiple times through the week by different members of staff.

°

Last week's winners were:

Lower School Golden Welly Winners Upper School Golden Welly Winners

Ayaaz A - Amazing imaginative play on

Ahmed Z - For tidying up the Lego. the boat and pretending he was on
Alina A - For helping younger children Shakleton's Endeavour.
take off their helmets. Ayaan S - For helping to put equipment

away safely and carefully.




Attendance

Last week, our overall attendance was 91.8% which is well below the
national average and our expected school standards. There are also a
large amount of children being brought into school late every single day
which is not only very disruptive to their learning, but it is disruptive to
other children, teachers and the office staff.

School starts at 8:35am and we expect all children to be in their
classroom, ready to learn by this time. Please can all parents make a
conscious effort to get their children to school on time.

If you have any questions about your child's attendance, please contact
Mrs Farhat, Attendance Officer on 01422 345004 or by calling into
the school office.

Scotland
Switzerland
Jordan
Canada

Morocco
South Africa

France
Singapore
Denmark
Tanzania

Year 5 Halifax Library Author Workshop

On Wednesday, a group of year 5 children went to the Halifax Central Library to take part

in an author workshop.

We met Ashley Thorpe, the author of 'The Boy who Beat the Gods'. He spoke to us about
his journey to become a published writer, the process of writing and developing characters
and how reading has impacted his life. It was such an inspiring and interesting afternoon.

The children had some fantastic questions for him and, as always,
were exceptional role models for Beech Hill.
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On Friday 23 May, we will be holding a STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics)
family workshop at 9:00am.

In the hall, there will be a range of fun activities on offer for you to take part in with your child.
There are limited spaces, so places will be taken on a first-come-first-served basis.

If you would like to attend, please sign up using the online booking system. It will go live on Friday 2nd
May at 9:00am. If you have any questions, please contact the school office.

Thank you for your continued support.




Healthy Packed Lunch Ideas

It is important that when sending your child into school with a packed lunch, that it is
healthy, nutritious and fulfilling. You shouldn't be sending them with food items such as
chocolate, crisps or sweets and you should make sure that there is a substantial meal in
their lunch box to give them energy for the rest of their day.

The NHS have some healthier lunchbox recipes and tips on their website and you can
access these by following the below link:

NHS Healthier Lunchbox Recipes

)

Switch the sweets

Swap cakes, chocolate, cereal bars and
biscuits for mailt loaf, fruited teacakes,
fruit breads or fruit (fresh, dried or
tinned - in juice not syrup).

DIY lunches

Wraps and pots of fillings can be more
exciting for kids when they get to make
them. Dipping foods are also fun and a
nice change from a sandwich each day.

Variety is the spice of lunch!

Be adventurous and get creative to mix up
what goes in their lunchbox. Keeping them
guessing with healthier ideas will keep
them interested and more open to trying
things.

Keep them fuller for longer

Base the main lunchbox item on foods
like bread, rice, pasta and potatoes.
Choose wholegrain where you can.

Dinner Menu from Tuesday 6th May

If you require an allergy list please email kitchen@beechhillschool.co.uk

3 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Homm:dcmLmagnc Pizza
= Chicken Nuggets Fish Fingers : 5 10
= > 2,3 Southern Fried ‘
§ Chicken Poppers 5, 8
g Homemade Sweet H oda
s Potato & Chickpea Quorn Nuggets EMane wneamy.
z Vegetable Pasta Bake Curry 5 Broccoli Pasta
5, 10 Rice 5, 10
% Ziggy Fries Potato Puffs Potato Wedges Potato Cubes 5
s Beans Sweetcorn Mixed Veg Beans
s Sweetcorn Broceoli Peas Peas
= Jacket Potatoes with various fillings
3 Salad Bar
3 Selection of Sandwiches
,§ Allergies for the daily items available on request
Sweet Waffles Parkin CM“':? .152po fas & Assorted Fresh Baking
- 4 5 10 12 5, 10, 12 ’ 5, 10, 12
g s Custard 10
- Chocolate Swirls Cheesecake Vanilla Ice Cream
10 5, 10 Jelly 10



https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes/

National Online Safe

Weekl|

Informatio

At The Nationat College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes

For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com

Traffic-related incidents are a significant risk for young pedestrians and cyclists, so understanding road safety
is crucial for children’s wellbeing. While all road users share responsibility for keeping one another safe, this
guide offers strategies for empowering young people to navigate the roads confidently and responsibly.

¢ TAKE PRACTICE
JOURNEYS

Making ‘practice’ journeys with children
is o great way to help them stay safe, thoreby

ing resp b lours and having J y
road sofety conversations as they prepare to -
travel independently. Add hazard perception

like sp g eloctric = which

may have a green number plate - and point out
how quiet they are. Children learn by watching
others; remind them that their peers might not
olways be the best role models,
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Visibility is lower during darker winter days, and
drivers need to take extra care to look out for
pedestrians, Wearing bright and reflective
clothing can help make children more visible to
drivers near roads. In poor daylight conditions,
encourage children to wear light, bright or
fluorescent clothing. When it's dark, wear

flecti ials suchasa

2

gor
refloctive armband or jacket.
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3 EYES UP

Encourage children to look up and keep their
eyos on the road. Teach them to constantly
watch for traffic and practise double-checking
the road before crossing - looking right, left and
then right ogain.
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Where possible, devices like phones should be
kept away from children while out and about
near roads. If they’re carrying devices, these
should be put away untll they've reached their
destination. Children must also avold playing
with toys or being distracted by friends. ifa
friend wants to show them something funny on
their phone, there'll be time for that once they've
safely arrived.
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S SLOW DOWN

Discuss the importance of waiting instead of
crossing immediately. It con be tricky to judge
the speed of traffic and spot obstacles that
could couse a trip or a fall. For safety, children
must stop and think before they get to the kerb
and should always walk - not run - when
crossing the road. They should avoid crossing
until they're certain they have plenty of time.
Even If troffic seems a long way off, it could still

=== be approaching very quickly.

Meet Qur Expert

THINK! is a year-round national campaign that aims to encourage safe
road behaviours - whether we're driving, cycling, horse riding or walking
with the aim of reducing the number of people killed and injured on the
UK's roads each year. Find out more at
https://www.think.gov.uk/education-resources/

X @wake_up_weds

3 /wuwthenationaicollege

@wake.upwednesday

] M

DNl
STOP BEFORE
® THE KERB o

Teach children to stop before reaching the kerb
= not right at the edge of it. Halting before they
get to the kerb allows them to see if anything's
coming, whereas getting too close to traffic is
dangerous. If there’s no pavement, children
should stand back from the road's edge but
ensure they can still see approaching traffic.
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7 CROSS SAFELY

Children should always find a safe spot to cross
the road, prioritising 2ebra crossings or pelican
crossings, footbridges and subways. Find a
ploce whore they con see traffic coming from
both di Avoid g near 4
bends in the road, or obstacies that block their
view, | moving to they can
so0 and be seen. Remind them to use their oyes
and ears together when checking the road, as
sometimes they can hear traffic before they can
soe it. Looking and listening while crossing helps '
them quickly spot traffic, including cyclists and
y driving other i

=

g PARKED
VEWICLES

c ] parked isvery
dangerous. Teach children to use extra caution
If crossing in this way, and, ideally, avoid it
altogether. They should use the outside edge of
avehicle as if it were the kerb, waiting and
checking for traffic before moving. They should
ensure vehicles aren't about to move, by looking
for drivers in the vehicles and listening for
engines running - but remember that electric
vehicles may move off silently, They should
always maoke sure there is o gop between any
parked vehicles on the other side, so they can
reach the pavement.

g REVERSING &5
VEHICLES

Children must never cross behind a reversing
vehicle - it's y g ind them
to look for white reversing lights and listen out for
warning sounds. Can they hear the engine sound
or a radio playing inside the vehicle?

10 WAITFORTHE £,
BUS TO LEAVE '

When getting off a bus, children must wait for it
to leave before crossing so they can have a
clear view of the road in both directions. This
also allows them to see and be seen by other
road users. Crossing near large vehicles is
particularly dangerous and should be avoided

The
National ¥
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 30.04.2026




Cold Book
Nominations

Pellon Lane - Zayden A for super listening at group times.

Halifax 1 - Yahya N for his amazing attitude to learning - he always tries his best. Yahya has done
super counting to 100 in maths and is so fluent with his reading. Well donel!

Halifax 2 - Eshaal M for super reading. Eshaal is beginning to read using Fred in your head.

Halifax 3 - Faizan A for taking on the job of class pencil monitor and following routines at tidy up
time.

Northern Ireland - Ismail J for working extremely hard to improve his writing.

Scotland - Alyan H for settling really well into his new class.

Canada - Muhammed R for making some excellent predictions about the artefacts that are linked to
our history topic - The Great Fire of London.

Switzerland - Ahmad Z for demonstrating an amazing attitude to learning and his super work in
maths.

Jordan - Alizah B for making a real effort to improve her presentation and for working hard in
fractions this week.

Mexico - Nistor D for a much improved attitude in class and good behaviour at playtimes.

Morocco - Arslaan B for his super effort in completing extra work at home.

Morocco - Ismaeel C for his increased participation in class discussions.

Australia - Maleeha W for being an always child.

France - Nafisa A for improved concentration and attention in lessons. Nafisa is trying really hard to
get more work completed and she is also trying to improve her presentation.

South Africa - Aizah U for excellent maths work and helping others to edit their English work.

Denmark - Subhan A for going swimming for the first time this week! He followed instructions,
displayed confidence and tried his best!

Singapore - Nameerah S for making some great contributions in lessons this week.

Egypt - Eron S for some outstanding results in practise SATs papers due to his hard work and want
to do well.

Tanzania - Zachariah K for fantastic scores in SATS mock tests. He is also trying really hard with
his writing.
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