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Beech Hill Schools New Sports Hall 
 
We held an incredibly exciting event last Thursday when 
we finally opened our new sports hall at Beech Hill.    
Everybody enjoyed the momentous occasion and we were 
delighted to welcome British artistic gymnast Luke 
Whitehouse who represented Great Britain at the 2024 
Summer Olympics and was a silver medalist on floor    
exercise at the 2025 World Championships as well as   
being a four time European Champion. He provided       
inspiring words for our children. Councillor Danielle    
Durrans also unveiled the plaque and spoke very highly of 
Beech Hill School and the Family of Learning Trust within her speech. 
 
The journey to building this sports hall has been a long and exciting one. Back in 2010, our school 
had just over 300 pupils. Significant Improvements were made and this resulted in us growing into a 
thriving community of around 550 children. While this growth is something we were incredibly proud 
of, it brought new challenges. As a result, we added 16 new classes to accommodate our expanding 
pupil numbers, but our existing hall was no longer large enough to meet the needs of our school  
community. Assemblies and whole-school activities became something of a logistical challenge. 
Sports activities were limited by space, and opportunities for pupils to be active indoors were     
restricted. It became clear that if we wanted to continue providing the very best opportunities for 
our pupils, we needed a facility that truly reflected the size, energy, and ambition of our school. 
This made the vision of a new, purpose-built sports hall not just desirable, but essential. 
 
We have not simply opened a new building. We have opened a space where pupils will learn, grow, 
compete, support one another, and develop confidence and resilience. It will be a place that         
encourages participation, teamwork, and a lifelong enjoyment of being active. 
 
We would like to thank everyone who made this possible. To our governors, thank you for your vision 
and unwavering support. To our staff, your commitment to our pupils continues to inspire. To the 
finance team, your careful planning and management ensured this project stayed on track. To our 
Estates and Site team, Mr Boocock and Mr Shakeel, thank you for the hard work and effort     
working closely with Royds to ensure the building was not just completed on time but for           
highlighting and working through any issues. We must also say a very special thanks to our trustee, 
Tracey Milner, whose guidance and oversight throughout ensured the project ran smoothly and to 
the highest standard. 
 
Congratulations to everyone involved, and thank you 
for helping make this vision a reality.  It was very 
emotional to be able to all come together as a school 
community once again and we look forward to many 
more exciting events.   
 
This is the Halifax Courier report on the event:  
https://www.halifaxcourier.co.uk/education/it-all-
started-in-a-sports-hall-just-like-this-olympian-opens
-primary-schools-new-sports-hall-6214150 

https://www.halifaxcourier.co.uk/education/it-all-started-in-a-sports-hall-just-like-this-olympian-opens-primary-schools-new-sports-hall-6214150
https://www.halifaxcourier.co.uk/education/it-all-started-in-a-sports-hall-just-like-this-olympian-opens-primary-schools-new-sports-hall-6214150
https://www.halifaxcourier.co.uk/education/it-all-started-in-a-sports-hall-just-like-this-olympian-opens-primary-schools-new-sports-hall-6214150


Co-Headteachers End of Term Message 

 
In addition to the hall opening, we have had many successes over the spring term. 
 
We were very proud of our year 6 girls who reached the West Yorkshire cross country finals and 
also our pickleball team who finished second in the competition that they attended. There have 
been many visits around the local area for different year groups. Year 4 particularly enjoyed     
finding out about the wildlife at Cromwell Bottom near Brighouse. Gardening club had a great time 
going shopping to choose plants to spruce up the playground! We have also hosted some great      
experiences in school including VR headsets to travel to various locations around the world and our 
annual owl visit.  
 
Thank you to all families who have attended events in school. These have included parent lunches 
for years 3 and 4, a phonics picnic and stay and read sessions in World Book Week.  The year 1 
spring performance was very impressive - credit to the children for their hard work and              
confidence. Our book fair was incredibly well attended (for the second year running!) and we are 
looking forward to buying new books with the money raised for school – thank you for your amazing 
support with this. It was wonderful to see so many of you at parents’ evening on Wednesday; if you 
still need to meet with your child’s class teacher, please ask them for an appointment. 
 
After many years of dedicated service, we say a heartfelt goodbye to Mrs Hunter, our Lead    
Learning Mentor, who is retiring after almost 18 years at Beech Hill. Throughout her time with us, 
she has shown unwavering commitment, kindness and professionalism in every aspect of her role. 
Her support for both students and colleagues has made a lasting impact, helping to create the    
positive, nurturing environment that defines our school. She is truly a valued member of our school 
community and we are incredibly grateful for the contributions she has made over the years. We 
wish Mrs Hunter all the very best for the future and hope that the next chapter brings her       
happiness, relaxation and new opportunities as she plans to return to Beech Hill in a volunteer role. 
Thank you for everything—you will always be a part of our school family. 
 
A big well done to all the children who have maintained 99 or 100% attendance this term. This is a 
fantastic achievement and they will all be receiving a reward for this from Mrs Farhat, our          
attendance officer. As a result of parents’ hard work and commitment towards ensuring children 
attend every day, we have managed to maintain our attendance at 95 % - above the national         
average. 
 
School closes at 1.10pm on Tuesday 31st March and we will reopen on Monday 13th April 2026. 
 
The summer term is a long and busy one. Parents of children in years 1, 4 and 6 will be well aware 
that the Phonics Screening Check, the Multiplication Tables Check and, of course, the year 6 end of 
KS2 SATs will be soon upon us. Please continue to support your children at home to prepare them 
for these tests. Holiday homework will be uploaded or given to the children. Please make sure they 
are completing this. Make sure children in year 2 upwards are practising their times tables on Times 
Table Rock Stars and that children in year 6 are accessing the Reading Plus Intervention (if they 
have an account). Family challenges will also be shared on Seesaw – we look forward to seeing what 
you do over the next fortnight. 
 
Please do not message the class teachers on Seesaw in the holiday as we would like them to 
be able to switch off completely over the Easter break. 
 
We would like to thank you for your continued support and wish you a restful holiday. 
We look forward to seeing everyone back at school on 13th April. 
Mrs Bowling and Mrs Cockroft 



Pickleball Tournament 
 
Last Thursday, a group of KS2 children competed in a         
Pickleball Tournament at The  Brooksbank School. It was 
our first ever entry in this event with the sport only being       
introduced to our school earlier on in the year.  
 
Pickleball is a paddle sport that combines elements of    
tennis, badminton and table tennis. It is played on a      
badminton-sized court with a slightly modified tennis net, where players use paddles to hit 
a plastic ball between them. It can be played as both singles and doubles. 
  
In our case we played as mixed doubles. Competing with 6 other schools, determined to 
showcase our skills and teamwork, we ended up finishing the tournament in second place 
having played a game less than the team above us. Due to time constraints, we could not  
fulfill our last match which left our children slightly frustrated as they were confident of 
beating their final opponents and therefore missing out on bringing back some gold medals 
with what would have been a fitting moment, following the grand opening of our new sports 
hall earlier in the day.  
 
Nevertheless we are proud of their achievements prior and we see them as nothing but  
winners!  

Calderdale Local Offer 
 

The Calderdale Local Offer have issued their March newsletter. 
The newsletter includes updates across the SEND Partnership 
and also things to do for families during the school holidays. 

 
Please follow the link for more information: Local Offer March 

Newsletter 

Important Dates 
 

Tue 14th & Wed 15th April - Year 3 trip to Murton Park 
Thu 23rd April - Phil Earle, author assembly for Y5/6 
Tue 28th April - Y4 trip to Gurdwara 

Wed 29th April - Reception family learning 
Thu 30th April - Y2 trip to Madni Mosque 

Mon 4th May - School Closed 
Tue 5th May - Y4 trip to Gurdwara 
Wed 6th May - Y1 trip to Yorkshire Wildlife Park 

    Y5 Ancient Greece workshop 
W/C 11th May - KS2 SATs week 

Thu 14th May - Reception trip to Swithens Farm 
Fri 15th May - STEM coffee morning 
Tue 19th May - Y4 trip to Gurdwara 

Tue 19th May & Thu 21st May - Y5 parent lunches 

https://calderdalelocaloffer.org.uk/news
https://calderdalelocaloffer.org.uk/news


House Points 

 

The following children have 
received their bronze award 

for achieving 50 house 
points: 

 

Y6 Trip to Dean Field 
 

On Wednesday, a group of our Y6 children visited our 
trust school, Dean Field, to deliver an assembly about 
Ramadan and Eid. The children were an absolute credit to 

Beech Hill. They were polite, well-mannered and most    
importantly confident when delivering the assembly and 

answering the array of questions that the children at 
Dean Field had for them.  

Year 1 Spring Performance 
 

This half term the children in year 1 have been       
practising really hard for their spring performance. To 
help get ready for the performance the children 

learned all about the season of spring and the changes 
that happen during this season.  

 
On Wednesday, the children performed their spring 
performance for their parents which included three 

poems and three songs.  
 

The children were amazing and should be very proud of themselves! 

Maryam A 
Haniya A 

Musa B 
Eesa H 

Othman O 
Haidar A S 

Adwaith R C 
Usman B 

Mohammed A 

House Points 

 

The following children have 
received their silver award 

for achieving 100 house 
points: 

 

House Points 

 

The following children have 
received their bronze award 

for achieving 50 house points: 
 

 
School closes on Tuesday 31st 

March at 1pm to ALL children. 
 
We will reopen after the Easter 

holidays on Monday 13th April 
at 8:35am. 



Dinner Menu from Monday 13th April 

If you require an allergy list please email kitchen@beechhillschool.co.uk 

 
 

 

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/secure-our-home-secure-our-future 

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/secure-our-home-secure-our-future


Weekly Online Safety Update 



Values Awards 

Appreciation 

Northern Ireland - Muhammad O & Durga S for always being so appreciative every single day at 
school. No matter what it is they always say please and thank you to every member of staff and also 
their peers. They come to school always with a huge smile on their face and give their everything to 
all that they do! I am very lucky to have such wonderful children in my class. 
 
Scotland - Oscar T for always remembering his manners. When I am handing out resources he is   
always the first person to say "Thank you!" and this helps to prompt his peers to also say thank you. 
This shows his appreciation to the different adults.   
 
Scotland - Eliza H for showing appreciation in all her actions throughout the school day. She shows 
she appreciates her peers indirectly by being a good friend, sharing her equipment and always helping 
them if they are stuck. She shows appreciation to the adults by helping out with jobs around the 
classroom and always following the behaviour expectations in class. 

Wales - Laraib G for being an always child who shows appreciation to everybody she meets. She is a 
highly respected member of class Wales and is appreciative of anything anyone does for her by using 
her manners, smiling and just being an all-round lovely person.  

Pellon Lane - Shastika S for showing impeccable manners since she joined nursery. She is always so 
grateful for everything the teachers do for her and shows her appreciation by making us all lovely 
pictures at home. She is a joy to have in class. 

Halifax 1 - Amal O for being a very positive member of the class who is a great listener and always 
tries her best.  She is always polite and she understands how to be kind to others and to make sure 
everyone is included. 

Halifax 2 - Adam H for being very grateful for the toys and experiences we have provided this term 
and for consistently using good manners to express his appreciation. He has been behaving so well 
that he has been able to join in all the activities we provide. Well done, Adam. 

Halifax 3 - Mannat A for consistently showing appreciation for the learning experiences she has at 
school. She regularly thanks the adults around her after visits and activities, whether that's a trip to 
the library or something new she has tried in class. She already understands that learning is         
something to be grateful for, and she makes sure to show she is grateful. 

Denmark - Aliyar A for always being appreciative of everything the adults do in class. He always 
shows his appreciation with lovely manners, a smile and displaying the right behaviours. I am really 
proud of him for showing this value as he has become a fantastic role model for our class.  
 
France - Ayat O for always showing gratitude towards the adults and peers in her class and making 
sure to show appreciation when they have helped her.   
 
Switzerland - Carmen K for always being polite and using her manners. She is new to Beech Hill this 
year and always says 'thank you' to her peers and teachers. Well done for setting a good example to 
all the class!  

Canada - Haya M for always saying thank you to anyone that has given her something or helped her. 
Haya never expects adults do work for her but is very appreciative of any support she is given to   
improve her work. She is polite, well mannered and always smiling! 

Mexico - Janvika J S for always showing the value of appreciation in all aspects of her school life. 
She will always use her manners, greet adults and her peers in a morning and can always be relied on 
for any jobs in class. She loves to help others in class, the playground and the dining room. Many 
adults compliment her lovely manners around school. Well done!  



Values Awards 

Appreciation 

China - Haniya A & Abubakr N for both being well-mannered and ensuring they always use their 
‘pleases’ and ‘thank yous’ without prompting. 

Japan - Mohammed A A for always being polite & respectful. He NEVER forgets a thank you and 
shows his appreciation through his hard work and kind nature. He is an absolute pleasure to teach and 
have in our class. Everyone should be more 'Mohammed'.  

Singapore - Yusuf R for always being extremely polite when asking an adult for help. Even if it's a 
small amount of help that is given, Yusuf always says thank you. He has lovely manners and always 
shows appreciation. 

Egypt - Marwah H for always remembering to use her manners when she is speaking to adults and 
other children. Marwah shows her appreciation for her friendships really well by showing that she 
cares if someone is upset and by showing them a smile when she sees them. She has really matured 
this year and is such a polite and friendly girl towards all.   

Nigeria - Faryal S for always being appreciative of the adults she works with in class. She is calm, 
patient and always thanks you for spending time to answer a question or help her to complete a task. 

South Africa - Ravin H for being brilliant at noticing when other children are helpful or kind and   
saying thank you to make sure that they feel appreciated. 

Australia - Ayesha N for always being very polite to all in school. She appreciates any help she      
receives from adults in lessons and always follows the advice given to her in feedback showing she  
values the time and effort spent with her. She always tries her best; showing how much she           
appreciates and values her education. She is simply a delight to teach!  

New Zealand - Amelia A for always being polite, kind and appreciative of everything the adults do 
for her. Her behaviour is exemplary. She isn’t afraid to ask for help when she needs it, and always 
shows appreciation when adults help her. She is a role model for others and always has a positive    
attitude to learning. 

 


